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Erin Riches is a Principal Consultant to the Senate Committee on Transportation and Housing, 

chaired by Senator Jim Beall (D-San Jose).  Ms. Riches is primarily responsible for bills related 

to a variety of issues, including driver’s licensing and training, rules of the road, air quality, 

federal transportation funding, and airports and air travel.  

Before joining the committee staff in January 2013, Ms. Riches was a policy consultant at the 

Senate Office of Research, where she focused on housing, local government, land use, 

transportation, and veterans affairs issues.  She also researched and drafted background questions 

for gubernatorial appointees who came before the Senate Rules Committee for confirmation. 

From 1999 to 2007, Ms. Riches was a policy analyst at the non-profit California Budget Project, 

analyzing budget issues related to housing, local government, and transportation, as well as 

authoring numerous reports.   

Prior to that position, Ms. Riches was a legislative aide to Assemblymember Michael Sweeney, 

staffing legislation in the areas of managed care, child support, liquor licenses, and housing.   

In 1996, Ms. Riches worked for Assembly Minority Leader Richard Katz, and prior to that she 

worked in the Assembly Democratic Caucus Floor Analysis Unit.  From 1993 to 1995, Ms. 

Riches worked in the office of Speaker Willie L. Brown, Jr.  Ms. Riches began her career at the 

Assembly Office of Majority Services. 

Ms. Riches earned her bachelor’s degree in history and international relations from the 

University of California, Davis and her master’s of public policy and administration from 

California State University, Sacramento. 


