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At the Smart Growth Conference in Los Angeles last week-end USEPA Administrator Steve Johnson said “EPA is committed to helping communities improve the quality of development, while achieving important environmental goals like reducing air and water pollution and greenhouse gas emissions, preserving natural lands, and reducing our dependency on foreign oil.”
  This may be the first time that the Administrator of USEPA has directly linked development patterns with reducing greenhouse gases, air pollution, and oil consumption.   

The California Energy Commission has similarly drawn the link between land use, energy consumption, and greenhouse gas emissions and concluded: “The investment of the public’s funds must support land use that avoids or mitigates increased energy usage and greenhouse gas emissions.”
  

The expenditure of the bond funds creates an opportunity to do just that.  
CLCV hopes that you will leverage the public’s money to create a greater long term benefit for California than the sum of the individual projects that can be funded.  Smart growth projects should be funded both because they are good projects and because they create incentives for planning processes that will yield long term smart growth achievements far beyond what can funded by the bonds themselves. We believe that smart growth bond investments should be consistent with these principles:

(1) Housing Choice and Affordability – Bond funds should be used to increase housing choice and affordability and to create incentives for regional blueprints and other planning efforts. Money from the Proposition 1C Housing Bond specifically designated to encourage “urban infill” should be directed to infrastructure and projects that provide significant affordable housing opportunities in infill sites, close to transit and transportation, and other community amenities, consistent with regional blueprints where such blueprints are in existence.
(2) VMT Reduction – Bond funds should be used to provide infrastructure for the development of housing sites that will prevent increases in, and that will help reduce, vehicle miles traveled (VMT) when measured on a per household basis. In the major metropolitan areas of the state, smart growth should achieve a reduction in vehicle miles traveled per household by at least 10%.
(3) Farmland Protection – Bond funds should provide positive incentives for regional blueprints and other planning efforts that will avoid future development on significant farmlands. Funding should not be provided for projects that will result in the elimination of prime and commercially-productive farmlands.
(4) Habitat Protection – Bond funds should provide positive incentives for regional blueprints and other planning efforts that will avoid future development on critical and irreplaceable habitat areas, and should also be used to map such areas, where detailed information is not already available. Funding should not be provided for projects that will result in the elimination of critical and irreplaceable habitat areas.

California needs a way to measure how well we are doing in achieving our climate and energy conservation goals in the development sector. We believe that vehicle miles traveled should be an important metric, along with others, to guide public investments for smart growth.
VMT is an excellent proxy for greenhouse gas emissions, for oil consumption, and for air pollution. It is also an important metric for congestion relief. In terms of urban design, a policy to reduce VMT creates incentives for more compact and economically diverse communities that are closer to jobs, closer to shopping, and closer to transportation opportunities.  A MVT metric will help create greater housing choices.  The value of VMT as a metric was reinforced just last week by the California Secure Transportation Energy Partnership in its report California Action Plan For Transportation and Energy Security.
Thanks to the approval of California’s voters, the State now has an opportunity to direct public funds to infill projects that promote the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions and petroleum consumption.  We look forward to working with you to take advantage of this historic opportunity to make investments that move California forward, meet the State’s climate and energy goals, and avoid mistakes of the past. 
�http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/a162fa4bfc0fd2ef8525701a004f20d7/7a3c6f230ee25a418525727d005d678b!OpenDocument


� California Energy Commission:  2006 INTEGRATED ENERGY POLICY REPORT UPDATE, Committee Final Report, Chapter 3, December 2006 (CEC-100-2006-001-CTF).
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