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Thank you for the opportunity to join you to provide information on the activities of the Department of Housing and Community Development in the development of California’s green building standards.  We have been asked to provide information on the recently adopted 2010 CALGreen green building code.

Background

During the 2007/2008 legislative session, several green building bills passed the Legislature [Assembly Bill 35 (Ruskin), related to state-owned buildings; Assembly Bill 888 (Lieu); related to certain commercial buildings; and Assembly Bill 1058 (Laird) related to residential construction].  The measures were vetoed.  However, in his veto messages, Governor Schwarzenegger expressed support for development of green building standards, but advised that they should not be statutory; not conflict with current safety standards; and should not rely on private entities to set standards.

The Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), the Division of the State Architect (DSA), and the Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development (OSHPD) and the California Building Standards Commission (CBSC) collaborated to develop green building standards for construction of new buildings under their respective authority.

Development Process
HCD, through the State Housing Law (SHL) Program, develops statewide building standards for new construction of hotels, motels, lodging houses, apartments, dwellings and buildings accessory thereto. The building standards are published in the California Code of Regulations, Title 24, known as the California Building Standards Code.
The SHL Program adopts regulations for maintenance, use, occupancy, repair, alteration, moving and demolition of existing hotels, motels, lodging houses, apartments, dwellings and buildings accessory thereto. The regulations are published in the California Code of Regulations, Title 25, Division 1, Chapter 1.
HCD worked with stakeholder groups and other state agencies to develop the 2008 California Green Building Code (CGBC) which was approved by the CBSC in July 2008.  To develop the 2008 code, HCD considered public input and reviewed existing green building standards, best practices, guidelines, and other published material.  The 2008 CGBC provided the framework and was a meaningful first step to establishing green building standards for low-rise residential construction (residential buildings with three stories or less) and is the base of the 2010 CALGreen code. 
HCD, as part of the 2009 Triennial Code Adoption Cycle, developed new building standards, which included green building standards, for submission to the California Building Standards Commission (CBSC).

Adoption

The CBSC unanimously adopted the first-in-the-nation mandatory Green Building Standards Code (CALGreen) requiring all new buildings in the state to be more energy efficient and environmentally responsible, which will take effect on January 1, 2011. 

Mandatory Measures
The 2010 CGBC contains the following mandatory measures:

· A 20 percent reduction in indoor residential water use;

· Sediment and runoff protection for construction sites not covered by regulations adopted by a state agency or local ordinance for construction sites less than one acre;

· Low or no VOC adhesives, paints and coatings on the interior of the residence;

· Low or no VOC carpet systems;

· Low formaldehyde interior finish materials;

· HVAC sizing and selection requirements;

· Interior moisture reduction and protections;

· Protection of air handling equipment during construction;

· Installer and inspector knowledge requirements;

· Waste stream reduction of at least 50% through reuse or recycle;
· Improved homeowner or occupant information regarding the maintenance and use of homes and how to properly maintain the home in an environmentally friendly fashion; and,
· Implementation aids and for local government.

Voluntary Tiers
HCD also developed a new appendix for the 2010 CALGreen code.  The measures contained in the appendix are not mandatory as adopted by HCD.  In response to numerous comments from stakeholders during development of the 2008 CGBC, HCD has proposed a tier-based voluntary checklist of measures that can be adopted by local governments wishing to exceed the mandatory requirements of the code.  
HCD received comments from stakeholders requesting uniform and streamlined methods local governments could use to further enhance the construction process.  State agencies expressed support for this concept and viewed it as a vehicle to increase the use and acceptability of advanced or enhanced technology which ultimately would translate to an elevated level of construction.  HCD has also included a method for local governments to use the checklist to establish any special verification or inspection requirements.  Lastly, as with other parts of Title 24, HCD has included a sample resolution that may be used during the local adoption process.  
Next Steps
HCD, working with stakeholders, will provide education, training and outreach programs for the implementation of the California Green Building Code.
